
Geography Learning Plan- Key stage 3 

Year 7 Unit 1 (Term 1) Unit 2 (11 weeks) Unit 3 (11 weeks) Unit 4 (11 weeks) 

Topic Exploring our local area  Europe  Africa Antarctica  

Threshold concept 
explored 

Patterns and Distribution Patterns and Distribution Patterns and Distribution Interactions and Connections 

Scale Interactions and connections Scale Sustainability 

Processes and Application Sustainability Interactions and Connections Cause, Effect Response 

Threshold Skill 
explored  

Map Skills  
Curiosity 
Fieldwork 
 

Map skills 
 

Map skills 
Communication 
Curiosity 

Map Skills 
Use of evidence 
Graph skills 

Building on Work done in Ks1 and Ks2 topics. Each topic builds on the previous through skills and concepts taught e.g. climate graphs. 

Leading to General skills for Ks3. 
 
GCSE work- Physical landscapes of 
the UK, climate and Fieldwork   

Sustainability in year 8 and 9 
and within GCSE Urban issues 
topic .  
 

Year 8 population and Migration 
and development topics. 
GCSE Weather and climate. 

Ecosystems- Cold environments at 
GCSE 

How will you know 
how you are doing 
and how to 
improve it? 

Literacy tests 
End of unit test. 
Year 8 and 9 exams 
Skills Homework set throughout 
year 7 and Ks3 

Written assessment. 
Homework tasks  

Oral assessment 
Homework tasks 

End of unit assessment 
 
Year 8 exams 
Homework tasks 
 

Experiences to 
look out for 

Duke of Edinburgh in Year 9  
 

Iceland trip in GCSE  Documentaries- Planet Earth Documentaries- Planet Earth 

A link to useful 
resources 

BBC Bitesize  
OS Mapzone 
Year 7- Topic 1 -Map skills.pdf 
 

Let's explore Europe - BBC 
Bitesize 
 

BBC Bitesize  
Year 7- Topic 3- Africa.pptx 
 
 

BBC Bitesize  
Year 7- Topic 4- Antarctica 
Knowledge organiser .png 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6j6fg8/revision/1
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%207-%20Topic%201%20-Map%20skills.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=nMxSoq
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zgrtp4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zgrtp4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z27gcmn
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%207-%20Topic%203-%20Africa.pptx?d=w5563e76ae7784e1ca2806517416f14f4&csf=1&web=1&e=Vqbtzj
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsk4r2p
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:i:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%207-%20Topic%204-%20Antarctica%20Knowledge%20organiser%20.png?csf=1&web=1&e=2bJ2cU
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:i:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%207-%20Topic%204-%20Antarctica%20Knowledge%20organiser%20.png?csf=1&web=1&e=2bJ2cU


Year 8 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic Ecosystems- 
Tropical Rainforests 

Energy Population and 
Migration 

Coasts  Development- Rich 
vs Poor 

Iceland 

Threshold concept 
explored 

Sustainability  Sustainability  
Scale 

Patterns and 
distribution 
Scale 
Interactions and 
connections 

Processes and 
application 
 

Patterns and 
distribution 
 
Cause, effect, 
response 

Processes and 
application 
Sustainability 
 

Threshold Skills 
explored 

Curiosity  Map skills 
Use of Evidence 
Fieldwork skills 

Communication 
Perspective 

Map skills Perspective  
Use of evidence 

Curiosity 

Building on Weather and Climate- 
Desert Plant and 
animal adaptations 

Links to Science and 
PSRE 
 

Rural and urban- 
Exploring Britain 

Year 7 Exploring 
Britain 

Africa – Topic 4 of year 
7 
Population migration 
from term 2 
History- British Empire 
topic in Year 8 

Energy topic in term 2 
Weather and climate 
aspects of year 7 
topics. 
 

Leading to KS4 Ecosystems topic 
 
Sustainability  
 
Decision making skills 

Ks4 – Resources 
management  
KS3 - Fieldwork 
investigation 
 
Iceland topic  

Year 9 China topic 
 
KS4- Urban issues – 
Rio and Bristol 
Changing economic 
world- Nigeria 

GCSE physical 
landscapes of the 
UK. 
A level – Coasts  

Ks4 – Development 
gap 
 
Year 9- Globalisation 

Tectonic hazards- Y9 
 
Ks4 topics- Glaciation, 
Cold environments 

How will you 
know how you are 
doing and how to 
improve it? 

End of unit 
assessment- Decision 
making task 
Feedback/DIRT 
activities  

Paper 3 style exam 
questions 
 
Fieldwork write-up 
Feedback and DIRT  
 
Year 8 exam 

Diary entry  
Feedback and DIRT  
 
Year 8 exam 

End of unit test. 
 
Feedback and DIRT 
tasks. 

End of unit test, 
including decision 
making exercise. 
 
Feedback and DIRT 
tasks  

End of unit test. 
 
Feedback and DIRT 
tasks 

Experiences to 
look out for 

Documentaries e.g., 
David Attenborough  

Hinkley point c and 
EDF energy resources 

Documentaries  Documentaries – 
Cornwall with Simon 
Reeve, Planet Earth. 

Documentaries 
 
Camps international 
trips 

Possible Iceland trip in 
Ks4/5 

A link to useful 
resources 

BBC Bitesize  
Year 8- Topic 1- 
Rainforests.docx 
 

BBC Bitesize  BBC Bitesize 
Case study  
Year 8 Exam 
revision.docx 
 

BBC Bitesize 
Year 8- Topic 4- 
Coasts.docx 
Year 8- Topic 4- 
Coasts Part 2.docx 
 

BBC Bitesize 
 

BBC Bitesize 
Iceland Country Profile 
- National Geographic 
Kids  
Year 8- Topic 6- 
Iceland.docx 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztgw2hv/articles/zppthcw
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208-%20Topic%201-%20Rainforests.docx?d=wc898574257d54237b7fe5bc58b8d38b8&csf=1&web=1&e=iPniVb
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208-%20Topic%201-%20Rainforests.docx?d=wc898574257d54237b7fe5bc58b8d38b8&csf=1&web=1&e=iPniVb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjsc87h/articles/z3bgvwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg7nvcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8g334j/revision/2
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208%20Exam%20revision.docx?d=w6b5e45c390fa48cb8af1188967d2c045&csf=1&web=1&e=7UyAha
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208%20Exam%20revision.docx?d=w6b5e45c390fa48cb8af1188967d2c045&csf=1&web=1&e=7UyAha
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6bd7ty
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208-%20Topic%204-%20Coasts.docx?d=wac8b58fc9f6b4ed1a649dc84e1ddbd74&csf=1&web=1&e=AhZtPZ
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208-%20Topic%204-%20Coasts.docx?d=wac8b58fc9f6b4ed1a649dc84e1ddbd74&csf=1&web=1&e=AhZtPZ
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208-%20Topic%204-%20Coasts%20Part%202.docx?d=w6bb39a320edc4c5dab86f2aa48d3d5c7&csf=1&web=1&e=0Giovt
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208-%20Topic%204-%20Coasts%20Part%202.docx?d=w6bb39a320edc4c5dab86f2aa48d3d5c7&csf=1&web=1&e=0Giovt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbcqjsg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/36651150
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/iceland#:~:text=Iceland%20contains%20about%20200%20volcanoes,cooled%20lava%20beds%20and%20glaciers.
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/iceland#:~:text=Iceland%20contains%20about%20200%20volcanoes,cooled%20lava%20beds%20and%20glaciers.
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/iceland#:~:text=Iceland%20contains%20about%20200%20volcanoes,cooled%20lava%20beds%20and%20glaciers.
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208-%20Topic%206-%20Iceland.docx?d=w3ac5ca8ccb554d6da715da176166d133&csf=1&web=1&e=eDFlvf
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%208-%20Topic%206-%20Iceland.docx?d=w3ac5ca8ccb554d6da715da176166d133&csf=1&web=1&e=eDFlvf


 

 

Year 9 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4/5 Term 5/6 

Topic Tectonic hazards China Geography of Disease Globalisation Fantastic Places 

Threshold concept 
explored 

Cause, effect, response  
 
Patterns and distribution 

Sustainability  
 
Interactions and 
connections 

Patterns and distribution 
 
Cause, effect response 

Scale  
 
Interactions and 
connections 

Scale 
 
Processes and application 

Threshold skill explored Map skills Perspective Perspective Use of evidence Map skills 
 
Curiosity 

Building on Iceland year 8 topic Population and migration Year 7- Africa 
 
Year 8 – Rich and poor 

China topic  
 
Year 8 Rich and poor 

Year 8- Iceland  
 
Year 7- Exploring Britain, 
Map skills 
 

Leading to GCSE – Hazards topic  Globalisation topic 
 
KS4 – Development 

KS4- Changing economic 
world 
Resources- water 

Ks4- Changing economic 
world 

Ks4 and 5- Case study 
knowledge 

How will you know how 
you are doing and how 
to improve it? 

GCSE style assessment 
 
DIRT tasks 
Homework tasks 

GCSE style assessment 
 
DIRT tasks 
Homework tasks 

GCSE style assessment 
 
DIRT tasks 
Homework tasks 

Mini assessment 
 
End of year exams 
 
Homework tasks 

Oral assessment on an 
Amazing place. 
 
Homework tasks 

Experiences to look out 
for 

Documentaries 
News events 

School trips both UK and 
overseas based. 

A link to useful resources  Plate Tectonics guide for 
KS3 geography students - 
BBC Bitesize 
 
Year 9- Topic 1- 
Hazards.docx 
 

Introduction to China - 
KS3 Geography - BBC 
Bitesize 
Year 9- Topic 2- 
China.docx 
Year 9- Exam REVISION - 
Knowledge 
organiser.docx 
 

Health - Health - National 
5 Geography Revision - 
BBC Bitesize 
 
Year 9 - Topic 3- Geog of 
Disease.docx 
 

Globalisation - BBC 
Bitesize 
Year 9- Topic 4- 
Globalisation.docx 
 

Six of the most naturally 
colourful places in the 
world - BBC Bitesize 
 

  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrcgr2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrcgr2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrcgr2p
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209-%20Topic%201-%20Hazards.docx?d=wbccdb44bf27f4a27a9b808bfc7796e62&csf=1&web=1&e=4yDEem
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209-%20Topic%201-%20Hazards.docx?d=wbccdb44bf27f4a27a9b808bfc7796e62&csf=1&web=1&e=4yDEem
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zk9h6g8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zk9h6g8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zk9h6g8
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209-%20Topic%202-%20China.docx?d=we9c8d56e05714981a0b277b0d1521271&csf=1&web=1&e=7fbpJu
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209-%20Topic%202-%20China.docx?d=we9c8d56e05714981a0b277b0d1521271&csf=1&web=1&e=7fbpJu
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209-%20Exam%20REVISION%20-%20Knowledge%20organiser.docx?d=w136475e5731749feb8f9d47df9ad107e&csf=1&web=1&e=0aUDdg
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209-%20Exam%20REVISION%20-%20Knowledge%20organiser.docx?d=w136475e5731749feb8f9d47df9ad107e&csf=1&web=1&e=0aUDdg
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209-%20Exam%20REVISION%20-%20Knowledge%20organiser.docx?d=w136475e5731749feb8f9d47df9ad107e&csf=1&web=1&e=0aUDdg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9bmn39/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9bmn39/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9bmn39/revision/1
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209%20-%20Topic%203-%20Geog%20of%20Disease.docx?d=wad1d484f61354efd8831aa9969fc08ad&csf=1&web=1&e=zAKTRe
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209%20-%20Topic%203-%20Geog%20of%20Disease.docx?d=wad1d484f61354efd8831aa9969fc08ad&csf=1&web=1&e=zAKTRe
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2frg7h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2frg7h
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209-%20Topic%204-%20Globalisation.docx?d=w7c5d9cc2c79549a6a6e59c1834e6d9f4&csf=1&web=1&e=8hrOGF
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Year%209-%20Topic%204-%20Globalisation.docx?d=w7c5d9cc2c79549a6a6e59c1834e6d9f4&csf=1&web=1&e=8hrOGF
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z3dkkty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z3dkkty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z3dkkty


 

Key stage 4 Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 Topic 4 Topic 5 Topic 6 

Topic Hazards – Tectonics, 
Weather and Climate 
change 

Urban issues and 
challenges  

UK physical 
Landscapes- Rivers 
and Glaciers 

The Living world- 
Tropical rainforests 
and cold 
environments 

Changing Economic 
world- Development 
gap, UK economy and 
NEE 

Challenge of 
Resources 
management- Water  

Threshold concept 
explored 

Patterns and 

distribution 

Cause, effect 

response 

Interactions and 

connections 

Sustainability 

Scale 

Processes and 

Application 

Sustainability 

 

 

Interactions and 

connections  

Scale 

Patterns and 

distribution 

Cause, Effect, 

response 

Threshold Skill 
explored  

Map skills 
 
Use of evidence 

Fieldwork Fieldwork 
Map skills 
 

Curiosity 
Perspective 
 

Perspective Perspective 
Communication 

Building on Year 7 – Weather and 

Flooding 

Year 8- Iceland, and 

Energy 

Year 9- Hazards 

Year 7- Exploring 

Britain 

Year 8- Population 

and Migration 

 

Year 7- Map skills, 

Flooding  

Year 8- Iceland 

Year 9- Amazing 

Places  

Year 7- Weather and 

Climate 

Year 8- Tropical 

rainforests, Iceland  

Year 9- Amazing 

places 

Year 7- Africa 

Year 8- Rich and Poor 

Year 9- Disease and 

Globalisation 

Year 7- Flooding 

Year 8- Energy 

Year 9- China 

Leading to Paper 1 GCSE 

A level- Tectonic 

hazards and Carbon 

cycles  

Changing Economic 

World 

Paper 2 GCSE  

A level- regenerating 

places.  

The Living world – 

Cold environments 

Paper 1 GCSE  

A level – Coasts  

Paper 1 GCSE 

A level- Carbon Cycles  

Paper 2 GCSE  

A level Globalisation 

A level Superpowers 

 

Paper 2 GCSE 

A Level- Water Cycle 

How will you know 
how you are doing 
and how to improve 
it? 

End of unit assessments 
Homework and exam questions  
Year 10 and 11 mocks 
 

End of unit 
assessment 
Year 11 mock week 
 

End of unit 
assessment 
Year 11 paper 3 mock 
 

End of unit 
assessment 
 

Experiences to look 
out for 

Documentaries 
News events 
Sustainability group 

Documentaries 
Fieldwork in lessons – 
Housing inequality in 
Chippenham 

Documentaries 
Rivers Fieldwork- 
Term 6 of Year 10 in 
Forest of Dean 
D of E – Map skills  

Documentaries  
Trips e.g. Ski trip 
 

Documentaries 
 
 

Documentaries 

A link to useful 
resources  

GCSE Geography - AQA - BBC Bitesize 
Topics - Internet Geography 

KS4- Revision 
Ks4- Knowledge sharing 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/KS4-%20Revision?csf=1&web=1&e=IGa0mb
https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/Learning%20Plan%20links/Ks4-%20Knowledge%20sharing?csf=1&web=1&e=xW6RO9


 

Key stage 5 
Year 12 Year 13 

Term 1a Topic 1b Topic 2a Topic 2b Topic 3a Topic 3b Topic 4a Topic 4b 

Topic 
Tectonic 
Hazards 

Regenerating 
places 

Coasts Globalisation Carbon Cycle Superpowers Water cycle 
Health, Human 
Rights and 
Intervention 

Threshold 
concept 
explored 

Processes and 
Application  
 
Cause, effect, 
response  

Sustainability 
Cause, effect, 
response 

Interactions 
and 
connections 

Sustainability  

Scale 
 
Interactions 
and 
connections 

Sustainability 
Cause, Effect, 
Response  
 

Threshold Skill 
explored  

Use of evidence 
Perspective 
Curiosity 

Fieldwork 
 

Map skills 
Fieldwork 

Communication 
Perspective 

Fieldwork  
Perspective 
Curiosity 

Use of evidence Curiosity  

Building on 

Ks3 and 4- 
Tectonic 
hazards 

Ks4- Urban 
issues and 
challenges 

Ks3- Iceland 
Ks4- Physical 
landscapes of 
the UK  

Year 9 
Globalisation 
Ks4- Changing 
economic world 

Ks3 – Tropical 
Rainforests, 
Energy, 
Fieldwork  
Ks4- The living 
world  

Year 9- China, 
globalisation 
Ks4- Changing 
economic world 

Ks3- Flooding, 
Iceland 
Ks4- Rivers, 
Challenge 
resource 
management  

Year 9 – 
Geography of 
Disease  
Ks4- Changing 
economic world  

Leading to Paper 1 Exam 
Paper 3 exam 

Paper 2 exam 
 

Paper 1 exam 
Paper 2 exam 
Paper 3 exam 

Paper 1 exam 
Paper 3 exam 

Paper 2 exam 
Paper 3 exam 

Paper 1 exam 
Paper 3 exam 

Paper 2 exam 
Paper 3 exam 

How will you 
know how you 
are doing and 
how to 
improve it? 

End of unit assessment – Christmas 
Year 12 and 13 mocks 
Essay homework tasks 

End of unit assessments 
Year 13 mocks  
Essays and homework tasks  

Paper 3 exam 
Essays and homework tasks  

Experiences to 
look out for 

 
Fieldwork- 
Bristol 

Fieldwork- 
Dorset Coast 

 
Local Fieldwork 
– Carbon  

   

A link to useful 
resources 

KS5 
A-LEVEL GEOGRAPHY REVISION: EDEXCEL - Home 

Edexcel A-level Geography Revision - PMT 

 

https://hardenhuish.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/subjects/Gg/Resources/KS5?csf=1&web=1&e=pDSugB
https://geographyrevisionalevel.weebly.com/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-edexcel/

